
1St ANNUAL COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

LEADERSHIP FORUM  

DATE: Friday, September 23rd, 2011 

OBJECTIVE:  To highlight the activity of 

partnership to date and opportunities 

moving forward for USTC students and 

faculty and the community.  

To recruit two new USTC departments 

interested in collaborating.  

DESCRIPTION: The forum was held at UTSC, 

bringing together faculty, administrators 

and students with KGO community 

leaders to discuss ways of partnering on 

research and community development 

projects.  

The attendees heard from students and 

residents who have participated in USTC-

Storefront Initiatives. Angela Bracket, 

chairperson of the Mornelle Court 

Residents Action Coalition, said that 

programs developed in partnership with 

the university have made a difference to 

the community. A homework club has 

improved the grades of Military Trail Public 

School students and a Safewalk program 

helps get them to school safely. 

The forum also heard from United Way 

Toronto President and CEO Susan 

McIsaac; SCSU Vice-President External 

Abdalla Al-Baalawy; Professor of 

Geography Susannah Bunce, who was 

instrumental in starting the Learning in 

Community Service course; Fazilatun 

Nessa Babli, a long-time community 

activist; and Anne Gloger, director of the 

East Scarborough Storefront.  

 

Principal and Vice-President Franco Vaccarino 
of UTSC spoke about immigrating to Canada as 
a three-year-old and living most of his life in a 
community where no one had a connection to 
higher education. 
 

OUTCOMES: Increased awareness of 

future opportunities and understanding of 

the UTSC-Storefront Partnership.  

New departments who have expressed 

interested in collaborating and with whom 

plans are under development:  

 Athletics and Recreation at USTC - 

Scott McRoberts, Director  

 Department of Humanities, Professor 

Sherri Helwig, Associate Chair, Senior 

Lecturer and Program Director of Arts 

Management & Humanities Co-op 

Programs 

FUTURE PLANS: 2nd Annual Community 

Connections Leadership Forum is planned 

for September 2012.  

Forum will include more opportunities for 

the exchange of ideas between the USTC 

and KGO community.   

   

 


