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November 7th, 2013 marked the last day of 
the, “The lives of the poet: A free hands-on 
intro to writing poetry,” organized by the 
partnership between the University of 
Toronto Scarborough (UTSC) and the East 
Scarborough Storefront. Every week 
approximately 12 residents gathered at the 
Point (4117 Lawrence Avenue East) with 
Professor Daniel Tysdal, from the 
Department of English at UTSC. The 
residents started to pour in as class started 
at 5:30pm with great excitement to share 
their poems with their peers and Daniel.    
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Sitting in the class as a guest I was amazed 
at the passion and dedication brimming 
from the residents of the Kingston-
Galloway/Orton Park community, who 
have participated in this 6-week course. For 
many this was the first formal opportunity to 
develop their poetry writing skills. It was 
obvious that Daniel’s passion for writing 
created an inspiring atmosphere for 
residents, as they eagerly awaited 
feedback on their work.   
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As class began, the residents pulled out 
their pen and paper and Daniel started to 
unfold the many layers of poetry, touching 
on topics such as the image, music, 
metaphors, voice, tradition, perspective 
and development of poetry writing. These 
tools helped residents interpret their 
feelings, translate those feelings into words 
and then manipulate their words to create 
poems. 
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 During the last class Daniel did a summary 
of one tool of poetry writing called imagery,  
where writers write poems inspired by the 
5 senses. He asked residents to write a 
poem called, “Image of My Life.” As I sat 
there struggling to write a quick poem, 

the residents surrounding me were already 
done and within 10 minutes the room was 
filled with images of each residents’ life.  
Resident stood up with great confidence 
and read their poems loud and proud, 
sharing poems about their day-to-day 
activities and past experiences, to name a 
few.  
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As the class progressed you could see the 
deep meaning that poetry held for people.  
Residents used the space to make friends 
with other residents, to learn from Daniel 
and most importantly used it as a time to 
create beautiful and meaningful poems. As 
the 2-hour class came to an end, residents 
thanked Daniel for his outstanding efforts 
and in turn Daniel thanked them for their 
outstanding participation and dedication 
to the course.  
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As residents read their last poems and 
received their certificates of completion, a 
sense of accomplishment filled the air.  
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The residents’ poetry has been compiled 
into a booklet called “The Point by 
Storefront Poets”, which can be viewed 
online at www.thestorefront.org.  
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