
Calvin Kangara receives a Vital People grant from the Toronto 

Foundation 

Prestigious grant program has supported more than 100 not-for-profit leaders  

  

TORONTO, April 15, 2015 – East Scarborough Storefront (The Storefront) Resident 

Leadership Coordinator, Calvin Kangara, was awarded a Vital People grant from the 

Toronto Foundation. The Vital People grant program recognizes valued leaders who 

are making outstanding contributions working at not-for-profit organizations. Grants 

are awarded in support of continued training and professional development of the 

selected leaders.  

  

The Storefront uses the power of collaboration to support people and build 

community in the Kingston Galloway/Orton Park (KGO) neighbourhood. In his role 

with the Storefront, Calvin works with residents to help them build robust leadership 

structures to enable them to be local change agents. Through his intervention, local 

residents are able to connect to each other and to influence systems and structures 

that impact their neighbourhood. The KGO community has benefitted greatly from 

Calvin’s natural ability to foster relationships between and among people.  

 

He says, “My passion for advocating for residents comes from seeing the good that 

can come out of banding together as a community.”  

 

Having grown up in harsh conditions in Nairobi, Kenya, Calvin understands the critical 

need to create positive community change. He began his work through volunteerism 

and then became employed as a community development worker getting paid to 

bring his passion to bear on his community. He continues to support his Kenyan 

community through online efforts and in 2011, received a Knighthood Award from the 

French government, for his over 20 years of dedicated community service in Nairobi. 

His grant will cover the costs for two weeks of professional development at Columbia 

University’s Center for Sustainable Urban Cities, a relationship fostered through his 

work. 

 

 “Congratulations to this year’s Vital People grant recipients. This is a milestone year 

for the grant program. We have been able to support more than 100 of Toronto’s not-

for-profit leaders by enhancing their leadership contributions in the sector with the 

support of our Fundholders and donors – all in just 10 years. When it comes to our 

city’s vitality and well-being, these leaders are among the ones to watch,” said Rahul 

K. Bhardwaj, Toronto Foundation, President & CEO.  

  

Grants of up to $5,000 are funded through the Foundation’s community endowment 

called the Vital Toronto Fund and awarded to support the formal training or other 

informal development opportunities. 

 

Since 2004, the Toronto Foundation has invested almost $510,000 in the professional 

development of 106 leaders.  This year, with additional contributions from the Erica 

Shuttleworth Fund, the Griggs Family Foundation, the Patricia J. Fleming Fund, and 



the Angela Longo Leadership Fund at the Toronto Foundation, Vital People grants 

were awarded to 13 leaders for a total of investment of $64,485.   

  

For a complete list of the 2015 Vital People grant recipients, please visit 

www.torontofoundation.ca.  

 

 

About the East Scarborough Storefront 

The East Scarborough Storefront (The Storefront) uses the power of collaboration to 

support people and build community in the inner suburban neighbourhood of 

Kingston Galloway Orton Park. We believe that community matters. We also believe it 

takes collective community responses to address complex community based and 

social issues.   

 

The Storefront helps networks of residents, social service organizations, academic 

institutions, businesses, planners and architects engage in meaningful discussions, run 

programs, organize events, share learning and participate in many activities, 

effectively and collectively. To find out more, please visit www.thestorefront.org.  

 

About the Toronto Foundation 

Established in 1981, the Toronto Foundation is one of 191 Community Foundations in 

Canada. We are a leading independent charitable foundation that connects 

philanthropy to community needs and opportunities.  Our individual and family 

Fundholders support causes they care about in Toronto and across Canada, through 

grants to any registered Canadian charity. We currently have more than 500 active 

Funds, including endowments and assets under administration of more than $300 

million. A growing number of Torontonians support the Vital Toronto Fund, our 

community endowment that helps mobilize people and resources to tackle 

community challenges in innovative and inspiring ways. To find out more, please visit 

www.torontofoundation.ca 
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For more information, please contact: 

 

Janet Fitzsimmons 

Manager of Resident Leadership Strategies 

East Scarborough Storefront 

647-347-1693 x 23 

jfitzsimmons@thestorefront.org 

 

 

Simone Dalton      

Manager, Media Relations & Communications  

Toronto Foundation 

416-921-2035 x 218 

sdalton@torontofoundation.ca 
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