
`DeRo-velopment’ Program a huge success! 
  
The DeRo Foundation in partnership with the East Scarborough Storefront presented soccer 
training clinics for youth ages 3-17 from mid-September to mid-November through its ‘DeRo-
velopment’ program. The targeted curriculum offered free soccer training, as well as health and 
nutrition workshops.  Toronto Football Club (FC) player Dwayne `DeRo’ De Rosario established 
the DeRo Foundation in early 2014 recognizing the need for soccer training accessibility in high-
priority neighbourhoods. 
  

 
 
The program idea started as many programs do at the Storefront, with a conversation that 
emphasized the power of collaboration and the need to connect residents with innovative 
initiatives that better the individual and the KGO community. Dwayne grew up in Scarborough 
and lived in the building behind the Storefront Courts where the inaugural program was held. He 
understands how important it is to have a venue like the Storefront Courts to provide an outlet 
for youth to better themselves since he was one of those youth. Participants learned a number 
of critical skills that help shape tomorrow’s engaged citizens including leadership, teamwork, 
education and money management. 
 
Kids were very excited about the program often coming both days (even when their age group 
wasn’t scheduled for that day) to kick the ball around before the program started and often 
staying after the program was finished. The program, held Tuesdays and Wednesdays, was 
split between younger and older age groups where sessions started with warm-ups, continued 
with targeted soccer exercises and ended with team soccer games. Youth enjoyed a special 
treat when Jermain Defoe and Doneil Henry, current and former Toronto FC players 
respectively, as well as Dwayne De Rosario, dropped in to speak with them and provide 
pointers and training. 
 



 
 
Both the DeRo Foundation and the East Scarborough Storefront look forward to collaborating in 
spring/summer 2015 to bring back an even better program for youth! 
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