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Community Multiculturalism
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Dahlia Sherif, Auvniet Tehara

Abstract (Summary): With a large number ofWest Hill residents representing a multitude of
faiths and cultures, it has been suggested through discussion with community members and
personal research, that a community building, cultural awareness program is an activity that is
greatly longed-for in the community. There has been expressed interest in an event that would
bring together all faiths, cultures, age-groups, etc., to celebrate the diversity in the community as
well as educate and bring awareness to cultural issues that are present in our society and within

the community.
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groups in the West Hill community were Sri Lankan, Filipino, Indian, Jamaican, Pakistani, Afghani, and

Guyanese (City of Toronto, 2001). There is a large population of Tamil and Farsi speaking individuals in

this community which reflects the high immigration rates from Sri Lanka and Iran.

Table 1.1: Top 10 Recent Immigrants to West Hill Neighbourhood 2001

Group Number

'-

(Stats Canada: Recent Immigrants 2001)

Particular to the West Hill neighbourhood is a recognized Native population that dates back to the

original establishment of the community. This community is one of the larger communities in the

Greater Toronto Area that has a dominant representation of peoples of First Nations. Noteworthy is the

Gabriel Dumont Non-Profit Homes project that provides housing and services to the West Hill aboriginal

community.

A breakdown of immigrated youth in the West Hill community (2001) demonstrates a large cohort of

Jamaican, Guyanese and Filipino youth thus supporting the statement that West Hill is a diverse

community amongst all ages.

·0--
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amongst residents of different backgrounds. It is an opportunity for those who have been secluded

within their own cultures to mingle and discover new friends who come from parallel worlds.

The society we live in today is surrounded by misconceptions and prejudices in terms of culture and

race. These misconceptions are rooted in lack of communication and awareness and a general

misunderstanding of differing cultural practices. The declaration of Canada as a multicultural nation

necessitates the need to commemorate the cultures that define our communities. This is particularly

applicable in the case of the West Hill neighbourhood where cultural diversity is prominent. There is a

need to educate and bring awareness to the cultures that define this community in order to eliminate

prejudice attitudes as well as create a strong community bond. It is intended to establish a community

function that brings light to important cultural events such as Black History Month, Camel Festival,

Diwali, Kwanza, etc.

The presence of a large festival will inevitably require an array of skills in order to create a successful

multi-cultural event. This is an opportunity for skills development for all cohorts within this community.

It is an occasion that will provide opportunities to build on skills such as:

Figure 2.1: Key Skills for Festival

VISION STATMENT

Through an exploration of community speaks (open forums that facilitate discussion regarding issues

and concerns amongst community members) and discussions with community members and the East

Scarborough Storefront staff, it has been recognized that there is a want for a central festival that

embraces and celebrates the diversity that characterizes the West Hill Neighbourhood.

The goal is to encourage all demographics to come together and represent their culturally diverse

community. It is an opportunity to unite a diversity of faiths, cultures, and age groups for the purpose of
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household. This needs to be considered in the process of implementing any type of program or activity

in the neighbourhood to ensure that multiple forms of communication are provided in order to engage

all members of the community. Holding a community event is essentially pointless if the process does

not translate to all cultures in the neighbourhood. To effectively include all community participants it is

important that simplistic forms of communication are used. Designating a representative on behalf of

each cultural group is recommended to ensure that each cohort is represented fairly.

5.0 EXISTING COMMUNITY EVENTS

The West Hill Community has an established array of community events that take place throughout the

year. Some of these events are moderate in size, while others have a large turnout every year, such as

the annual Pow-Wow and the Festival of Lights.

The following is a brief list of some events that take place in the West Hill neighbourhood:

Table 5.1: East Scarborough Yearly Festivals

"--

',--

Month

-~....-

Activity/Festival Brief Description
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Funding: The KW Multicultural Festival is made financially possible by various community groups
',,-

coming together and fundraising for the event. The host of the event and major contributor is the

Kitchener-Waterloo Multicultural Center. Local ethno-cultural groups fundraise all year to contribute to

this event.

(Source: http://www.kwmc.on.ca/html/festival.html)

Name: Nova Scotia Multicultural Festival

Where: Dartmouth, Nova Scotia

When: mid-June

Duration: 3 Days

History: Held every summer for the last 23 years

',,-

Description: The festival is an opportunity to celebrate the provinces cultural diversity through

performances, workshops, food vendors and visual displays. The festival hopes to bring awareness and a,

greater understanding of the cultures and history of other countries from around the world. The festival

.offers arich diversity in cultural performances, ranging from native drum routines to Middle Eastern

belly dancing.

The festivals mandate encourages local participation for the purpose of:

• Stimulating personal growth

• Improving self-esteem

• Developing skills and experience

• Expanding appreciation of diversity

• Encouraging fun and laughter

Funding: The Nova Scotia Multicultural festival is made feasible by a partnership-promotion

relationship. local businesses financially contribute to the festival to have their businesses name

advertised and promoted throughout the festival.

'----
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Name: Carabram

Where: Brampton, ON

When: Early-July

Duration: 3 Days

History: Held every summer for the last 25 years

Description:

During the first weekend of July, the Carabram Multicultural Festival offers an opportunity to celebrate

various cultures within the community. Carabram is dedicated to the preservation, development and

promotion of the culturally diverse ethnic communities prevalent in Brampton. The festival is based

around the theme 'tour the world' where visitors can purchase a 'passport' to experience foods, crafts

and entertainment hosted by different ethnic groups. Similarly to Regina's Mosaic Festival, Carabram

erects various pavilions throughout the Brampton area. Each pavilion, located at libraries, schools and

rec centers, is a representation of the following countries: Canada, Caribbean, Croatia, Germany, Hawaii,

India, Ireland, Italy, Macedonia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland and Ukraine. A free shuttle bus

is available during this weekend to take festival participants in and around to each pavilion.

Part of Carabram's goals and objectives are to provide a forum for cross-cultural exchanges between

varied ethnic groups and a sharing of friendships from around the world.

The Carabram mission statement promotes:

• an understanding of the multicultural nature of Brampton

• a vehicle for non-profit groups to work on projects which benefit the entire community

• an educational forum which showcases individual cultures.

Funding:

Carabram is a not-for-profit organization that is run by volunteers. These volunteers work all year long

preparing backdrops for the stages, cultural displays and on the weekend ofthe event give themselves

fully to the running of their Pavilions. With the combination of volunteer efforts and sponsorship from

local private business, the City of Brampton and the Ontario Trillium Foundation,Carabram is able to

take place.

"--
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n.ation participate and facilitate the functioning of each pavilion. A free shuttle bus is provided which

allows participants to travel freely between pavilions.

Funding:

The festival is sponsored on a partnership basis. Halton Regional Police Service, local businesses,

government and corporate sponsors come together to fundraise for this event to make it financially

feasible. In return for sponsorship, the festival provides ample opportunity for corporate advertising and

public relation opportunities.

(Source: http://www.carouselofnations.com/index.asp)

Name: National Multicultural Festival

Where: Canberra, Australia

When: February

Duration: 2 weeks

Description:

Canberra hosts an extravagant two week multicultural festival that includes a variety of activities. The

festival offers street entertainment, live performances, food markets, exhibitions, theatre, comedic

performances, a cultural film festival and various workshops. The diversity of activity is endless and is a

highly acclaimed festival throughout Australia . There are approximately 100 events that take place

across the city of Canberra.

Funding:

The festival is funded by the local government with support from a multitude of sponsors ranging from

local private businesses to small non-profit community based organizations.

(Source: http://www.carouselofnations.com/index.asp)

7.0 FUNDING SOURCES

Funding sources are important in providing the resources for the residents of the West Hill community

to organize a cultural festival. There are two main funding categories; public funds and private funds.

'--
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Table 7.3: Grant Summary Table

Grant Amount

,

(
\,

Granting

Body
Name of Grant _..

• • ••

(

Application

Deadline - Website

(
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• ongoing production of regular newsletters, newspapers, magazines, journals, and radio and

television broadcasts;

Activities that take place outside of Canada;

Profit-making activities for commercial gain;

Provision of direct one-to-one services, e.g. individual counselling services; and,

Certain budget items: salaries and honoraria for principal officers of an applying organization;

capital costs or expenditures;

• Expenses incurred abroad or related to activities outside Canada; and international travel.

•

"--

Grant Amount: Unspecified

Duration of Project: Unspecified

Application Deadline: Application can be made at any time.

Application Processing Time: A minimum of eight weeks to assess completed proposals.

Contact Information:

"--

Multiculturalism Program
Toll-free: 188877 Multi ( 1888776-8584)
multLcanada@pch.gc.ca
or
Toronto Regional Office Contact
Canadian Heritage
150 John Street, Suite 400
Toronto, Ontario
M5V 3T6
Tel.: 416 973-5400
Fax: 416 954-2909
Website: www.canadianheritage.gc.ca/multi

Application Package and Additional Information:

Progrom Guidelines

"http://www.pch.gc.ca/progs/multi/program/guide/guide_e.pdf

Funding Application

''--..-'

We<t HUI CommunIty-East Scarborough, DIscovering Options To Celebrote communIty MulUculturollsm 119



'-

'-

'-

• Projects outside of Canada.

Eligibility:

• Groups eligible to receive funding through the EcoAction Community Funding Program are non

profit groups and organizations that are not part of federal, provincial, territorial, or municipal

governments (with the exception of hamlet councils). Examples of eligible groups include:

• Environmental groups;

• Community groups (e.g. youth and seniors groups, community-based associations, service clubs);

and

• Aboriginal organizations (e.g. First Nations Councils, Inuit, MeWs Associations).

** At least half of the total value of the project needs to come from sources other than the federal

government.

Grant Amount: Unspecified.

Duration of Project: Two years or twenty-four consecutive months.

Application Deadline: February 1st and October 1st.

Application Processing Time: Unspecified.

Contact Information:

Ontario Region
4905 Dufferin Street
Toronto, Ontario M3H 5T4
Phone: (416) 739-4734
or 1-800-661-7785 (toll-free)
Fax: (416) 739-4235
on@ec.gc.ca
Website: www.ec.gc.ca/ecoaction

Application Package and Additional Information:

Program Guide

http://www.ec.gc.ca/ecoaction/pdf/EcoAction_e.pdf
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vii. OTF offers three types of time-limited grants: operating, project and capital.

'--

Eligibility:

The following organizations may applyfor either the Community Program or the Province-Wide

Program, as long as they are in compliance with the Ontario Human Rights Code:

• A charitable organization or foundation registered as a charity by the Canada Revenue Agency;

• An organization incorporated as a not-for-profit corporation without share capital in a Canadian

jurisdiction;

• An unincorporated branch or chapter of a registered charity or incorporated not-for-profit

organization. The incorporated organization or registered charity must authorize the application

and accept responsibility for any approved grant;

• A First Nation;

• A Metis or other Aboriginal community; and

• A collaborative of two or more organizations that are working together to achieve a common

goal. The collaborative must include at least one eligible member. The eligible member normally

acts as the lead applicant and accepts responsibility for any approved grant
',--

Who cannot apply:

• Individuals and private foundations

• Organizations whose purpose is related to political activity, as defined by the Canada Revenue ·

Agency

• For-profit organizations and agencies of provincial or federal governments

• Municipalities with populations over 20,000, universities/colleges, schools and hospitals

Applications in four broad sectors: arts and culture, ,environment, human and social services and

sports and recreation are welcomed. (**Please see Appendix B for more information)

Grant Amount: $75,000 per year for five years.

Duration of Project: Project grants are for one-time activities or activities with a defined time frame.

Project grants may be for a single year or multi-year but may not exceed a maximum of five years

Application Deadline: Unspecified.

Application Processing Time: Unspecified.

.,--
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iii.

iv.

v.

Encourage the development of new partnerships through local public and private sector

groups working together;

Strengthen the volunteer sector by providing opportunities to learn new leadership

skills;

Provide community events for people of all ages and abilities; and are accessible and

open to the general public.

,--.

.'---

** Please see Appendix Cfor the City of Toronto Granting Objectives.

Eligibility:

• Be a not-for-profit organization;

• Have been in existence for at least one year at the time of application;

• Be accountable to the community through an elected Board of Directors (incorporated groups) or

other governing body (unincorporated groups). A majority of the Board members or other

governing body members must be residents of the City of Toronto;

• Utilize volunteers in all aspects of the organization, including service delivery;

• Demonstrate financial viability and effective management of the organization, programs and

activities;

• Seek support from all other appropriate levels of government and the private sector;

• Produce a clearly identified community event;

• Demonstrate due diligence for participants safety; and

• Comply with all City of Toronto general grant policies as set out in the i;lpplication package.

Who cannot apply:

• Private Community Festival: A volunteer not-for-profit organization, BIA, business association or

committee representing a segment of the Toronto community initiates, organizes and

implements the event which is not open to members of the public.

• Privately Produced Festival: A private sector entrepreneur or company initiates, organizes and

implements the event. The involvement and support of the local community may be sought in

implementing the event, but accountability and decision-making rests with the private sector

company.
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Organizational Overview Form B

http://www.toronto.ca/bia/pdf/festival-d.pdf

Declaration of a Non-Discrimination Policy

http://www.toronto.ca/grants/pdf/declaration_non_discrimination_policy.pdf

City of Toronto Grants Policy Anti-Racism, Access and Equity Policy and Guidelines

http://www.toronto.ca/grants/pdf/grants_policy_anti-racism_access_equity.pdf

Terms and Conditions

http://www.toronto.ca/bia/pdf/festival-e.pdf

City of Toronto Policy on Political Activities

http://www.toronto.ca/grants/pdf/policy-politicaLactivities.pdf

Name of Grant: Access, Equity and Human Rights (AEHR) - Community Partnership and Investment

Program (CPIP)

Granting Organization: City of Toronto

Granting Objectives:

• To achieve a positive race relations and human rights climate in Toronto;

• To maintain a strong community infrastructure for advocacy and community engagement by

groups working towards the elimination of barriers faced by human rights protected groups and

to focus on human rights issues relating to race relations, gender equity, literacy, disability, sexual

orientation, and Aboriginal affairs; and

• To provide public awareness and anti-racism education campaigns which respect and value

Toronto's diverse communities and which target the elimination of hate activity.

Eligibility:
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City of Toronto Grants Policy Anti-Racism, Access and Equity Policy and Guidelines

http://www.toronto.ca/grants/pdf/grants_policy_anti-racism_access_equity.pdf

Terms and Conditions

http://www.toronto.ca/bia/pdf/festival-e.pdf

** Please see Appendix Dfor additional information on programs existing under the, Equity and Human

Rights (AEHR) - Community Partnership and Investment Program (CPIP).

Name of Grant: Community Arts Grant

Granting Organization: Toronto Arts Council

Granting Objectives:

The Community Arts Project Grants program provides funding to professional arts

organizations and community groups for community-engaged arts projects that

demonstrate vision and excellence, and to amateur arts organizations for projects

involving professional artistic leadership. The City of Toronto provides the funding for

this program through its Community Partnership and Investment Program.

ii Art practiced at a community level creates a powerful sense of indusion, understanding

and the possibility of self-expression among participants. It can involve one or more

art practices, such as music, dance, theatre, visual arts, and storytelling, but the

collaborative involvement of professional artists with community members is a

necessary component.

Eligibility:

• Applicants must be incorporated non-profit organizations or unincorporated collectives that

operate on a not-for-profit basis.

• A collective is defined as a group of two or more artists working together under a group name,

either on a single project or on an ongoing basis. This funding cannot be used to support an

organization's ongoing staff or faculty salaries. This program does not support schools, tuition

funded training programs, or curriculum-based programs.
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Working with the business community in Scarborough provides another source of potential funding for

'- festival within the West Hill community. Through the solicitation of sponsorship Scarborough businesses

could help promote a partnership benefiting both parties.

This is recommended as a secondary source of funding to public funding because active solicitation is

required. Community restaurants and ethnic food establishments are also good sources of funding for a

cultural festival with a food focus.

This approach may be beneficial after preliminary plans for the festival have been established to gain

additional sponsorship. This can be done by distributing an informational letter requesting sponsorship

through product and capital.

12.0 OTHER RESOURCES

Stand Up Scarborough

http://www.standupscarborough.ca/index.php?tmp=2&id=11

,-.. 13.0 RECOMMENDED FUNDING/FESTIVAL MODELS

The East Scarborough Storefront will be the most suited organization to apply for funding because of its

non-profit status. Each funding body states it is imperative to contact them before the application is filled

out to confirm eligibility. After examining the funding requirements a festival type activity that involves

different members of the community (age, ethnicity and ability) and also business in the area would be

sufficient to meet the requirements.

All of the funding and grant opportunities described above represent available funding opportunities for

the East Scarborough Storefront These can support community involvement and the further positive race

relations. Although the scope of this report is looking specifically at the creation of a cultural festival it is

recommended that these other funding models could be beneficial for the East Scarborough Storefront to

create and continue projects.

'-------
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** Please see Appendix Efor Budget Sheet Example.

Festival Models and Funding Matches

The four types of festivals in accordance to funding types are described in the figure above. After a

comprehensive examination of the different funding models it is recommended that the East

Scarborough Storefront apply for the 2008 City of Toronto Community Festivals and Special Events

Program Grant. This grant fits closely within the goals set for the outcomes of a food oriented festival set

out earlier in the report.
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2. An opportunity to encourage a strong community identity and cohesion amongst the various .

cultural representations in the West Hill neighbourhood.

3. An occasion that promotes and facilitates a wide spectrum of skill development.

4. A forum for awareness and education to eliminate prejudice or racism in terms of culture and

religion.

5. Using food ~nd authentic cultural cuisine to unite the community

In summary, it has been recognized that the West Hill neighbourhood is a community representative of a

rich diversity of cultures. To celebrate this cultural variety, herein, it has been suggested that the

implementation of a multicultural festival be implemented in the community in order to facilitate

awareness and education in terms of culture and diversity as well asto provide an opportunity for

community members to become engaged in their community while providing skill development. This

. report has provided an array of funding models that should be considered when implementing such an

event.

It is envisioned that the implementation of multicultural event in the West Hill neighbourhood will

,-_ provide the community with an engaging festivity that will intensify the community-resident relationship,

thus leading to a neighbourhood with a strong and proud identity.

"--
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http://www.torontoartscouncil.org [Accessed 21rd December 2007].

Toronto Community & Neighbourhood Services (2003). City of Toronto - Community
Development Division. Available from: http://www.toronto.ca/divisions/commdev.htm [Accessed
10th December 2007].
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Festival. In June, 35 youth in Peel Region from the Malton Environmental Stewardship Youth
Corp and the Toronto Chinese Community Services Association were given the opportunity to
tour the fish hatchery and fish at the Glen Haffy Conservation Area.

Wincott Wetland Community Action Site
In June, TRCA and the City of Toronto hosted the 2nd annual community environmental
celebration at Wincott Park North in Etobicoke with over 300 residents in attendance. This
festival continues to support our partnership with this diverse community of new Canadians and
link residents to actions as part ofthe City of Toronto's Water Pollution Solution plan to address
impacts from stormwater.

Additional stewardship activities included the distribution of water efficiency kits to local
homeowners in July and a clean-up with local Grade 3 students in October during National
Waste Reduction Week.

Translation
TD-Friends of the Environment Foundation is supporting the Chinese translation and printing
costs of the educational Fish Poster and Healthy Yards Naturescaping Fact Sheet. These items
will be disseminated at community festivals and events in Fall 2005.

TRCA Contact Information:
TRCA's Multicultural Environmental Stewardship Program
Community Environmental Outreach Technician
(416) 661-6600, ext. 5394 or Imohan@trca.on.ca

Website:
http://www.trca.on.ca/Website/TRCA/Website.nsf/Webpage/trca_events_stewardship_progr
ams_default_asp:....load_multicultural?OpenDocument&language=EN
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Chinese Opera Group (grant has city-wide impact)
',- $8,000 over one year for outreach to secondary-school and university art students. This initiative

will help them experience Toronto's cultural diversity, strengthen the training program and
encourage youth involvement in organizational governance.

Community Care East York
$150,000 over two years to support an integrated wellness project for seniors that will build
individual and community capacity. The initiative will increase seniors' access to this East York
organization.

Conflict Mediation Services of Downsview (grant has city-wide impact)
$225,000 over three years to increase access to community-based conflict-resolution services by
enhancing the organization's program,administrative and volunteer capacity to serve North
York, East York and York residents.

For YouTelecare Family Service Inc. (grant has city-wide impact)
$90,000 over three years to provide Korean-Canadian fathers with resources to build stronger
and healthier relationships with their children through regional workshops, seminars and self
help groups in North York, Downtown Toronto and Scarborough. (Additional grants of $30,000 to
Halton-Peel and $30,000 to Simcoe-York will support this activity.)

'---.-'

''-.-

Herbert H. Carnegie Future Aces Foundation (grant has city-wide impact)
$52,500 over three years to hire a part-time staff member to introduce Future Aces, an ethics
and character-building program, to 11 secondary schools in Toronto. This initiative will foster
self-esteem, ethical behaviour and educational achievement.

JACS Toronto (grant has city-wide impact)
$95,000 over one year for building renovations that will increase usable space for programming
and improve accessibility for individuals and families addressing substance abuse in Toronto.

Navy League of Canada - Vanguard Branch c/o The Navy League of Canada (Ontario Division)
$11,700 over six months to purchase two CL Echo 12 sailboats, providing more cadets with
access to sailing and other programming at this navy league located in Toronto.

North York Concert Orchestra Society
$10,000 over six months to develop a marketing plan that will enhance the organizational
stability of this community concert orchestra in North York.

People to People Aid Organization (Canada) Inc. (grant has city-wide impact)
$106,600 over two years to support a leadership and health-promotion program aimed at
increasing awareness of HIV/AIDS among young Ethiopian-Canadians in Toronto. This initiative
will reach out to youth using music, skits, dance and the spoken word.
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West Scarborough Neighbourhood Community Centre

"-- $67,400 over one year to build the centre's organizational capacity by strengthening its pool of
volunteers, increasing its marketability and financial stability, and enhancing its human
resources.

Yorktown Family Services
$69,800 over two years to attract and retain volunteers, enhance volunteer experiences and
expand the organization's capacity to serve women, children and families in West Central

Toronto.

'--

.'-.-.
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'- APPENDIX D: Access, Equity and Human Rights (AEHR) - Community Partnership and
Investment Program (CPIP)

Existing Programs with Access, Equity and Human Rights:

• Project co-ordination
• Workshop supplies, refreshments, etc.
• Honorarium for workshop leaders

• Project dedicated space
• Volunteer recruitment and coordination

• Developing and supporting partnerships

• Childcare for meetings and events

• Production of educational information and tools
• Outreach, promotion, and advocacy

• Peer mentorship
• Community consultation
• Volunteer/participant or travel related to the project

<'-.--
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