








 
ACTIVITY: Here you will meet a person. Ask him or her one of 
the following questions and jot down the answer: 
 
Favorite place in this community. 
 
Any place in his or her memory which was in this community 
before and gone now. 
 
His or her dream about this community (What they would like to 
see here).  

NOTES: 

WALKING ROUTE 

11. Floating Site  10. Masjid Omer Farooq Mosque 
 
A Mosque is an Islamic place for Muslim communities to 
worship. Mosques are usually decorated with different 
designs which includes include a dome; a mihrab (prayer 
niche), which shows the direction of Mecca; a minaret, 
from which the muezzin calls the faithful to prayer; and a 
sahn (courtyard) often with a central fountain for ritual ab-
lution. The complex often includes a madressa (school) 
where young Muslim children learn how to read The Holy 
Quran.   
 

ACTIVITY: Can you find a clue as to what this 
building once was?  
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9. Kingston Road Motels 
 
The cluster of motels along Kingston Road was built in the 
1940s and 1950s. These motels were initially built to serve 
tourists but eventually became part of the City of Toronto’s 
emergency housing system in the 1990s. The growing number 
of homeless families in the city saw shelters filled to capacity, 
so the City rented these motels to provide additional housing. 
In 1995-96, the number of motels used as shelters peaked at 
13 because of an influx of refugees needing housing. In 1997, 
many Roma families came to Canada as refugee claimants to 
escape racism in the Czech Republic. In the same year, the 
motels became infamous far beyond the local community, 
when one of the motels was the site of a racist demonstration 
against the Roma residents. Six people were arrested, 
charged with hate crimes and the case has gone all the way to 
the Supreme Court. While most local residents supported the 
Roma refugees, at that time a city councilor and a journalist 
from a major newspaper publicly made racist comments about 
them. The Kingston Rd motels sparked important debates 
about the persistence of racism in Canadian society, as well 
as the state of public housing in Toronto.  

ACTIVITY: Take a photo of a motel sign.  

WALKING ROUTE 

12. Morningside Branch, Toronto Public Library  
 
Toronto has the largest public library system in Canada.  In 
1968 the first Morningside Library opened in Morningside 
Plaza at Kingston Road and Morningside. Soon after, the 
Morningside Mall was built as a new three-story enclosed 
mall and the library reopened there in November 1979 and 
closed in 2005 while this new branch was being built. 
 
This new location for the Morningside Branch Library 
opened to the public on 30 May 2006 to a crowd of over 400 
community members attending the opening ceremony and 
party.  Hopefully, this location will serve south Scarborough 
residents for many years to come. 
 

ACTIVITY:  Participate in a fun quiz & make book tags.  



13. Heron Park Community Recreation Centre 
 
The Heron family came from Scotland and settled in West 
Hill in 1801.  Several generations of the family were born and 
raised on this land and made their living by farming the land. 
 
In 1946, five acres of the old Heron Family farm, located at 
the corner of Lawrence Avenue and Manse Road was sold to 
the West Hill-Highland Creek Lions Club in order to fulfill a 
dream: the creation of a recreation center for local youth. The 
first Community Centre opened on 4 June 1955 and over 
time, additional facilities were added, including: a swimming 
pool, an ice rink, tennis courts, a baseball diamond, and foot-
ball field.  In December 2001, the Heron Park Community 
Recreation Centre was officially opened to the public.  This 
entire complex provides sport and recreational activities for 
the entire community and is always busy and proves that “if 
you build it, they will come”! 

ACTIVITY:  GREAT WORK!!! Congratulate yourself and your 
team!!! You’ve successfully finished the Amazing Place!!!!  
Enjoy your dinner party and celebrate! 

WALKING ROUTE 8. Buddhist Mediation Centre 
 
In the early 1970’s  Canadian Buddhist Vihara Society 
wanted to establish a Buddhist temple in the Sri Lankan 
Theravada tradition in Toronto. The group bought an old 
Dairy Queen site and made it into a suitable place for wor-
ship and in 1978 the Toronto Maha Vihara was finally estab-
lished. Sri Lankan residents rallied round the newly formed 
temple. As the growing number of immigrants from Burma, 
India and Sri Lanka brought a large community of Buddhists 
to Toronto, there was a growing need for a larger temple 
site. The existing building with four bedrooms over 100 years 
at 4698 Kingston Road  was purchased in April, 1996. After 
heavy renovations it became a place for monks to stay. 
 
The new monastery at this site was built during the period 
August 1998 to September 2000. It is a beautiful structure 
reminiscent of the religion and the traditional cultural heritage 
of Sri Lanka. It is complete with a beautiful serene shrine 
room, a spacious Dhamma Hall, a library, meeting room and 
basement with facilities. It now serves as an important cul-
tural centre for Sri Lankans in Canada and is a study centre 
for Buddhists from across Canada. It also serves as a centre 
for the dissemination of Buddhism among the interested non-
Buddhists and is a study centre for Buddhism. It also pro-
vides Buddhist counselling and mental healing facilities to 
the public. 

ACTIVITY:  Take a photograph near the Center.  




