WALKING ROUTE



Welcome to the Amazing Place! To get you started on your community
hunt, here is a brief glimpse of the fantastic neighbourhood you’re
about to discover and the groups who’ve brought this exciting event
together for you.

Southeast Scarborough is a vital and diverse community. Today, as in the
past, people are striving to build a better future that is more just, accessible,
and inclusive. Many groups are working toward better transit, more spaces
for youth, locally grown food, better recreation facilities, more public space,
and better jobs. People are challenging racism and discrimination of all kinds,
while celebrating the important work of those who came before them.

We can learn much from South-East Scarborough'’s First Nations peoples
who continue to build community and fight the historical injustice of colonial-
ism. The hunting grounds and homes of the first peoples of Scarborough
were sold off in a piece-meal way or just taken over by settlers. Some lands
were never legally ceded to European settlers. The ongoing effort to right
historical wrongs while building a vibrant community is an example of the
powerful role of the past in shaping the future.

European settlement began largely in the late 1700s. Large tracks of forest
were cleared and transformed into farms and homesteads. Scarborough was
given its current name in 1793 by Lieutenant Governor Simcoe, who thought
the bluffs looked like the coast of Yorkshire, United Kingdom. In the decades
that followed migrants came from Scotland and the United States. This in-
cluded freed and escaped slaves, some of whom came to Canada from the
U.S. along the Underground Railroad. Gradually migration from a larger num-
ber of places such as Ireland, France and Germany, took place. Post offices,
religious institutions, and shops were opened, roads were built, and a stage-
coach service began to run from Scarborough to Toronto along Kingston
Road.

Scarborough became less rural and more suburban around World War Il. In
less than twenty years, the community grew from just 25,000 people to al-
most 250,000!! At this time, the population became much more multicultural
with immigrants from South and East Asia, Eastern Europe, and the Carib-
bean. Southeast Scarborough continues to grow and change, and there is
much work to be done to make southeast Scarborough as great a place as
we all know it can be.

“The Amazing Place” is the result of the efforts of the East Scarborough
Storefront, Kingston-Galloway/Orton Park Neighbourhood Action Part-
nership, Planning Action, and Residents Rising. These groups began
meeting in the fall of 2006 with the goal of connecting the present day com-
munity with local history. We hope “The Amazing Place” will be a fun day to
meet new friends, learn about our neighbourhood, and celebrate the dreams
of many members of our communities who work for a better future.






Walking Route Map: Please follow the route, but disregard the dots on the map
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Instructions for the Amazing Place:

1.

Begin your ‘hunt’ where the guide says ‘START’,
low the directions to get to each amazing place.

Find the volunteer wearing orange the ‘Amazing Rlac

T-shirt. Do the activity listed under the ‘activities $
tion’ for each site and get your passbooks stauppe
the volunteer once you’'ve completed i
Take lots of pictures with your digital gameral

.
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collect your prizegatrthegmd!! ‘
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WALKING ROUTE

Place and Suggested Directions

dis-
tance

START

East Scarborough Storefront

4040 Lawrence Ave. East

Start out going EAST on LAWRENCE AVE E
and pass GALLOWAY RD.

End At St. Margaret Church

310
metres

St. Margaret Church

4130 Lawrence Avenue East,

Start out going EAST on LAWRENCE AVE E
towards MORNINGSIDE AVE.

End At Morningside Mall

630
metres

Morningside Mall

255 Morningside Avenue,

Start out going NORTH on MORNINGSIDE AVE
toward KINGSTON RD.

Turn RIGHT onto KINGSTON RD

Turn LEFT (Cross the Street) onto OLD KING-
STON RD.

End At Sisters Restaurant

770
metres

Sister’s Restaurant
4 0ld Kingston rd., West Hill

The parking lot for Sister’s Restaurant was once
the last stop of the Street Car Radial

Street Car Radial

Start out going NORTHEAST on OLD KING-
STON RD and pass ORCHARD PARK DR.
End At Melville Presbyterian Church

510
metres

Melville Presbyterian Church
70 Old Kingston Road,

Start out going NORTHEAST on OLD KING-
STON RD. down the hill

On your left in the parking lot is a plaque about
a Grist Mill

300
metres




7 Highland Creek Mills 970
Old Kingston Road, Down the Hill, on your left in parking lot metres
Walk Up hill and you will see Highland Creek Heritage
Day Festival on Old Kingston Road
8 Highland Creek Heritage Day 690
Old Kingston Road., Turn Right (south) onto MOR- | metres
RISH RD.
Turn Right (west) onto KINGSTON RD.
End At Buddhist Meditation
9 Buddhist Meditation Centre 300
4698 Kingston Rd. metres
On the way to Heron Park you will see the Motels
10 | Motels
Start out going WEST on KINGSTON RD
At Kingston and Manse RD you will the Mosque
11 Masjid Omer Faroog Mosgue 450
4640 Kingston Rd. metres
Turn LEFT onto Manse Rd. and you will meet a Float-
ing site
12 Floating site 400
Cross LAWRENCE AVE E. and go west to the Morn- metres
ingside Library
13 Morningside Library 400
4279 Lawrence Ave. East metres
Start out going EAST on LAWRENCE AVE E toward
Manse Rd.
Turn RIGHT onto MANSE RD.
End at Heron Park CRC
END | Heron Park CRC Total:
292 Manse Rd 5.83
Enjoy the Dinner Party and prizes at kmil

Heron Park CRC!!




1.The East Scarborough Storefront

The Storefront was the dream of a group of residents
and community workers who recognized the need to
assist people living in southeast Scarborough. Peo-
ple in the area were feeling isolated: many were living
in poverty and struggling to find resources and sup-
ports; many newcomers arriving in Canada also set-
tled in this neighbourhood and had difficulty connect-
ing with the services that they needed. The idea of a
one-stop community resource centre resulted in the
creation of The East Scarborough Storefront. The
Storefront opened its doors at Morningside Mall in
2001 and became a vibrant hub of community re-
sources, with more that 50,000 visitors per year.
When the Mall was slated for redevelopment, a group
of residents, city staff and politicians worked very
hard to obtain this new location of 4040 Lawrence
Avenue. This building was originally the 43 Division
police station and also served as a community food
bank for a couple of years.
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ACTIVITY: Get your photo taken inside the cell with
Honourable John McKay MP and Honourable Mary
Anne Chambers MPP!



2. St. Margaret’s in the Pines Anglican Church

St. Margaret’s in the Pines Church is the oldest church in
the area. The first Church was built in 1833 on land do-
nated by Simon Washburn whose dream was to build an
Anglican Church. The first St. Margaret’s church was a
simple wooden frame structure. A newer more modern
structure was built in 1856 and served residents of east
Scarborough for the next 50 years.

In 1905, the church was destroyed by fire and a new brick
church building was built. On May 7, 2006 the church
celebrated 100 years of community service. Itis currently
known as the Chapel and still stands on the grounds of
St. Margaret’s in the Pines Church, beside the burial
ground which was the final resting place of many of Scar-
borough’s early families.
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ACTIVITY: Visit the old chapel, located behind the modern
church. Look to the left of the chapel - What name do you see
on 2 gravestones that is a familiar street name in our commu-
nity? Bonus points - can you find the Centennial Time Capsule
- what year will it be opened?



3. Morningside Mall

Built in the late 1970’s Morningside Mall was the centre of
business and commerce for the West Hill community.

The anchor stores of Woolco (later Walmart) and Domin-
ion brought customers from the surrounding neighbour-
hoods to a thriving shopping destination. Christmas dis-
plays including Santa’s Village were a delight to local chil-
dren and special concerts were held in the common
space of the Mall. Shops, banks, medical & dental offices
were later joined by the Women'’s Centre, Morningside
Library, community resources such as the YWCA Employ-
ment Centre, The East Scarborough Storefront and the
Early Years Learning Centre Morningside Mall. Morning-
side Mall was truly a central meeting place for residents of
south Scarborough and the City of Toronto and residents
fought hard, without success to save the original concept
of an indoor mall to service the many senior residents and
local pedestrian traffic. It is currently being revitalized as
Morningside Crossing, an outdoor plaza with the original
building to be demolished in the next few months.
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ACTIVITY: Find Security guard David Lee and ask him to tell you a

cool story about the Mall.



4a. Sisters Restaurant

For 50 years, Sisters Restaurant has served the residents
and visitors of south Scarborough. Joan Rahonc, a native of
Slovenia arrived in West Hill in 1957 as a widow with very lit-
tle money, accompanied her teenaged daughter Millie. Alone
and unable to speak English, she had a dream to go into the
restaurant business. Rahonc purchased a hot dog stand and
24 hour truck stop on Kingston Road and at that time it was
one of the last stops on the way out of the city. She worked
23 hours of the 24 hours it was open and everyone who met
Rahonc came to respect her and the caring way in which she
treated her customers and conversed with young people. Fol-
lowing in her example, current owners Millie and Jeff Tavener
continue to work hard in improving the business and donate
time and energy to the people of our community. Sisters Res-
taurant stands as a beautiful icon on Kingston Road.
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ACTIVITY: Try some lemonade and quiche.



4b Radial Railway Line

In August 1892, the Toronto & Scarboro Electric Railway
Light and Power Company was incorporated to provide
electric streetcar service to the east along Kingston Road
as well as provide electric power in the vicinity. The first
section of the Radial Railway began providing service in
1893 and ran along the north side of Kingston Road from
Queen Street to Victoria Park. In July 1901, service was
extended 3.7 kilometres east to Half Way House at Mid-
land Avenue and Kingston Road. Over time, the line was
pushed even further east and on 31 August 1906, it fi-
nally reached West Hill. The Radial Railway provided
hourly service to West Hill and the end point was the
West Hill terminus which was located at Kingston Road
near present day Fairwood Crescent. While the railway
was running, the West Hill station created a hub where
old and new types of transportation came together. Resi-
dents parked their horses at the station and took the Ra-
dial Railway into Toronto. The station provided modern
conveniences, including: A.E. Pritchard’s Waiting room,
Post Office and Barber shop. There was also a restau-
rant, reading room and a telephone on the premises for
the convenience of the travellers. The Waiting Room
was located just east of the Plaza Motel (today the New
Plaza Motel).
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ACTIVITY: Find some clues of the old street car radia.
and take pictures of them.



5. Melville Presbyterian Church -
Melville Manse

The Melville Church was the first Presbyterian Church and
the second oldest church in the area. The church is lo-
cated on top of a hill overlooking the Highland Creek valley
at the intersection of Old Kingston Road and Manse Road.
The land was donated by George Stephenson who was a
miller from Highland Creek. The first church building was a
small wood frame building that was erected in 1851 with a
congregation of 24 residents attending. The original frame
church was bricked over in 1887 along with the completion
of a basement. In 1955, a new wing was added and in
1967, a new entrance was created as a Centennial project.

A Manse is a home provided for the minister of the church.
In 1899, a large brick Manse was built near the church as a
gift to the congregation by the Neilson Brothers. Although
the church sold this dwelling in 1968 and it is now a private
residence, the street on which it was built bears the name
Manse Road.
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ACTIVITY: What year was the basement and brick work added
to the church? In the lobby there are 3 stained glass windows-
what is the text of the middle window? Who was the Reverend
who patrticipated in the Second World War? Behind the church
building - in what year was the cemetery established?



6. Highland Creek Mills

A Historic Plaque is located just north of the parking area
on Old Kingston Road (near the east end of the parking
area, off a pathway).

The plaque was erected in 1977 by the Scarborough His-
torical Society to commemorate the early settlers of Scar-
borough and the early mills in the area. The first mill in
Scarborough was built on this site in 1804 by William Cor-
nell who hauled his mill stones from Kingston on a sled. In
1847, William Helliwell built the first of his four mills on this
site. Over the years, several other mills were built on the
Highland Creek by various families and included: grist
mills, saw mills, woollen mills and flour mills.  Proximity to
the water was very important for early settlers as it pro-
vided a transportation route as well as natural resources
for operating the mills. Most early grist mills relied on wa-
ter wheels to operate and were located near lakes, rivers
or streams. All pioneer settlements relied on mills as part
of the local economy and the miller was an important per-
son in the community. Grist mills were among the first
mills built in a community as the people needed grain to be
turned into flour for baking. Grist is the word for freshly
ground wheat but grist mills also ground other types of
grain. Most pioneer families ate bread every day and if
there was no grist mill nearby, they had to grind grain into
flour by hand themselves which is a much longer and more
difficult process.

QI Iy Y EY EX ()

O 3 Ex KX KX ()
ACTIVITY: Meet Mike the miller.



7. Highland Creek Heritage Festival

This year marks the 22" Annual Highland Creek Heritage
Festival with lots of fun and activities for the community, in-
cluding a Parade with several bands and floats, a crafters’
fair, a beer garden, “Highland Creek Idol” contest; storytell-
ers and lots of entertainment for children with food and re-
freshments. The first Festival was held in 1986 and was the
dream of Terry Woods, a merchant in the Highland Creek
Village. In 1988 the Highland Creek Community Association
and the Royal Canadian Legion both joined in to organize
the event and have been involved ever since.
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ACTIVITY: Meet the logger-Andrew.

Find Councilor Ron Moeser and ask him to give you
pin.



8. Buddhist Mediation Centre

In the early 1970’s Canadian Buddhist Vihara Society
wanted to establish a Buddhist temple in the Sri Lankan
Theravada tradition in Toronto. The group bought an old
Dairy Queen site and made it into a suitable place for wor-
ship and in 1978 the Toronto Maha Vihara was finally estab-
lished. Sri Lankan residents rallied round the newly formed
temple. As the growing number of immigrants from Burma,
India and Sri Lanka brought a large community of Buddhists
to Toronto, there was a growing need for a larger temple
site. The existing building with four bedrooms over 100 years
at 4698 Kingston Road was purchased in April, 1996. After
heavy renovations it became a place for monks to stay.

The new monastery at this site was built during the period
August 1998 to September 2000. It is a beautiful structure
reminiscent of the religion and the traditional cultural heritage
of Sri Lanka. It is complete with a beautiful serene shrine
room, a spacious Dhamma Hall, a library, meeting room and
basement with facilities. It now serves as an important cul-
tural centre for Sri Lankans in Canada and is a study centre
for Buddhists from across Canada. It also serves as a centre
for the dissemination of Buddhism among the interested non-
Buddhists and is a study centre for Buddhism. It also pro-
vides Buddhist counselling and mental healing facilities to
the public.

ACTIVITY: Take a photograph near the Center.



9. Kingston Road Motels

The cluster of motels along Kingston Road was built in the
1940s and 1950s. These motels were initially built to serve
tourists but eventually became part of the City of Toronto’s
emergency housing system in the 1990s. The growing number
of homeless families in the city saw shelters filled to capacity,
so the City rented these motels to provide additional housing.
In 1995-96, the number of motels used as shelters peaked at
13 because of an influx of refugees needing housing. In 1997,
many Roma families came to Canada as refugee claimants to
escape racism in the Czech Republic. In the same year, the
motels became infamous far beyond the local community,
when one of the motels was the site of a racist demonstration
against the Roma residents. Six people were arrested,
charged with hate crimes and the case has gone all the way to
the Supreme Court. While most local residents supported the
Roma refugees, at that time a city councilor and a journalist
from a major newspaper publicly made racist comments about
them. The Kingston Rd motels sparked important debates
about the persistence of racism in Canadian society, as well
as the state of public housing in Toronto.

ACTIVITY: Take a photo of a motel sign.



10. Masjid Omer Faroog Mosgque

A Mosque is an Islamic place for Muslim communities to
worship. Mosques are usually decorated with different
designs which includes include a dome; a mihrab (prayer
niche), which shows the direction of Mecca; a minaret,
from which the muezzin calls the faithful to prayer; and a
sahn (courtyard) often with a central fountain for ritual ab-
lution. The complex often includes a madressa (school)
where young Muslim children learn how to read The Holy
Quran.

ACTIVITY: Can you find a clue as to what this
building once was?



11. Floating Site

ACTIVITY: Here you will meet a person. Ask him or her one of
the following questions and jot down the answer:

Favorite place in this community.

Any place in his or her memory which was in this community
before and gone now.

His or her dream about this community (What they would like to
see here).

NOTES:
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12. Morningside Branch, Toronto Public Library

Toronto has the largest public library system in Canada. In
1968 the first Morningside Library opened in Morningside
Plaza at Kingston Road and Morningside. Soon after, the
Morningside Mall was built as a new three-story enclosed
mall and the library reopened there in November 1979 and
closed in 2005 while this new branch was being built.

This new location for the Morningside Branch Library
opened to the public on 30 May 2006 to a crowd of over 400
community members attending the opening ceremony and

party. Hopefully, this location will serve south Scarborough
residents for many years to come.
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ACTIVITY: Participate in a fun quiz & make book tags.



13. Heron Park Community Recreation Centre

The Heron family came from Scotland and settled in West
Hill in 1801. Several generations of the family were born and
raised on this land and made their living by farming the land.

In 1946, five acres of the old Heron Family farm, located at
the corner of Lawrence Avenue and Manse Road was sold to
the West Hill-Highland Creek Lions Club in order to fulfill a
dream: the creation of a recreation center for local youth. The
first Community Centre opened on 4 June 1955 and over
time, additional facilities were added, including: a swimming
pool, an ice rink, tennis courts, a baseball diamond, and foot-
ball field. In December 2001, the Heron Park Community
Recreation Centre was officially opened to the public. This
entire complex provides sport and recreational activities for
the entire community and is always busy and proves that “if
you build it, they will come”!
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ACTIVITY: GREAT WORK!!! Congratulate yourself and your
team!!! You've successfully finished the Amazing Place!!!!
Enjoy your dinner party and celebrate!





